IORTY-FIVE YEARS IN A CAVE,

DEATI OF AUSTIN SHELDON, THE HERMIT OF
THIE MOOSIC MOUNTAINS—VOLUNTARY
SUCLUSION WITH HIS BIBLE—TESN YEARS
WITIHIOUT SEFING A HUMAN KFACE—
BURIED IN A SNOW DRIFT AND FROZEN
TO DEATII, .

From a Special Correspondent,
DINGYMAN's Fernry, Penn., April 2, 1877,
Austin Sheldon, who has hived for 4l years
the life of a hermit in a cave in a lonely place in
the mountaing nino miles south-oast of this village,
was tound frozen to death in a deep snow-drift near

the ontranco of his cave on Friday ovoning last. A

terrible storm of suow and wind had prevailed m

the monngtamns for two days, and Lucsday evening,

contrary to his cuatom, Sheldon had virited the

.eatdn ot some hoop-polo cutters, about o mile from

his abode, to buy something to eat, he having

“boen without food for vwo or throo dayas., 'I'ha

cutters rvited the hermit to remamn with them all
nighr, and not attempt to brave ths fury of tho
storm by returning to his cave. Ile bad not speat
a night from his cavo since ho innabited 11, and ho
refused to stay at the cabin. 'Tho snow piled in
such dritts  befors the storm  was over that
no comumunication with the settlomeats outside
conld bo obtamed until Yriday., ‘I'he cutters them-
selves were nearly frozen to death. Tho hormit,
although nearly 72 years old, managed to reach 1o
within a fow feot ot his cavo, whon he was overcome
ana buried 10 feot deep by tho snow. I8 features
wers fearfully distorted, and his knees were drawn
up to his chin,

It doos not seom oredible that this map, whe
buried himself in the wilderiesa for over half his
lite, and who at Jast met so terrible a death, mypzht
have hived 1n ease and Inxury, and died surrounde:d
by fiiends in the best society, o was born near
Stony Creek, Cunp.,, in 1806, and when he
wan 20 years old married a lady nameod Tuthill, the
daughter of a  wealthy gentleman Hv.
img  near the City of Harttord. Shel.
don's familv was the leading one in tho
town of Biadford, where he hasa brother ond sis-
ter still living, His wife died 10 years after their
marriage, and Sheldon seon atterward disappeared,
Ho had always been an onthusiast 1n religron, and
lhad often expresyed a wish to go to heathsn coun.
tries ag a misgionary. His friends balieved that he
had gone to some such country, and nover hearing
from him thought he had died thero,

Forty-five vears ago tho coantry in the north-
eastern part of Pennsylvama was still in great part
a prinitive wilderness. Lumberaen had ¢nmn-
menced invading tho torests, however. In 1838 a
party of proespecting lumbering men made a oamp
on the northern slepe of the Moosle Moun-
taineg, in Wayne County, DTPenn, and one
day discovered a cavo occupied by a man, miles
from any human habitation, I3 said he
had llved there a vear, and had been roaming the

forests of Connecticut, Vermont, und New-York
Jooking for such a place as iy cave for five yeuara,
He guve his namoe as Austin Sheldon, but told
nothing of ms past,  Lhe lumbermen growlng moro
plenty, holeft hs caveand was hoard of ne mors
by them,

In 1843 two hunters discovered a man livinein
thio cavo near which the hermit was tound dead on
Frndauy., This was Avnstin Sheldon, 1o told them
he bad not seon a huwman beinyr for 10 years. lHe
continued to live there, bat noething was koown
about him until lasc Summer, when 2 paragraph
appeared in Tur New.York ‘U'iMES, mentiomug
tho Inct that a man nmiped Ausuin Sueldun was
iving a3 a  hbermit 1 a cave in tho
wilderness of DPike County, Ponn., his past
being o mystery. ‘Lhis itemn was seen by Sheldon‘s
relatives 1n Connecticut, and a brothor and sister
vigired his cave. Uhey offered him everything that
wealth cuuld bestow 1f he would leave his cave aud
go home with thew, but he refused, From these
relatives the facts as tuv Sheldon’s early life were
learned.

sneldon seldom left his cave, and then only to ob-
tain fish, game, ruoty, or berries for ns food. Av
toe time ol his death he was bent and wrinkled,
with long, matted gray locks, aud s beard reaching
almost to his waist, The ciothes he ,Jore ne had
not tuken® off his body for 22 years., ‘I'hoy were
tatiered and rageed, and held tocethor by hickury
withes, Tho hermit never washed, and his face
and hands were encrusted with dirt, His cave was
about e1ght teot square, dark, damp, and loathsomu,
He slept 1 a rade char surronnded with bones,
fitth, and rubbish of ali kinds. MHe was very
tacitarn, speaking willingly only on the
sabject of rehigion. It was his  boast that
he hnd read his Bible through  nearly
100 times, aod that no communed persvnatly with
(ol and the nucient propbets, When ho walked he
used a long statl, and bis old, well-worn Biblo was
tastened to his leathern girdio. Yorest fires ire-
quoontly swept over the mountaing about the hermit's
cave, aud many times it waas surroundad on all sides
by fire. The hermir, saying that ho was in
the hunds of Goda, never voluntarily sought
safety when thusimperiled, and courageous natives
oftent saved hig life at the risk of thsir own, He
was vtton saved trom death by freczing in the same
manner. His only explavation of his living in tho
wilderness alone was tbat ho wanted nothing to
tale his thoughts from God. As hoe had consivera-
blo money, acecording to his relatives, at the time
he lott Connecticut, many bolieve that he buried it

faoous L:s cavo.
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